
Dublin 15 patients may
be forced to wait for at least
three years for vital diagnos-
tic equipment including an
MRI scanner because of a
decision by the HSE to wait

until after the proposed new
private hospital has been
built and opened on the
grounds of Connolly
Hospital.

This shocking news was

broken by a senior HSE official
at a recent briefing meeting for
local TDs representing the north
and north west areas of Dublin.
At this meeting it was stated that
the HSE has dropped proposals
to provide MRI scanner in
Connolly Hospital and are now
proposing instead to allow the
operators of the new private
hospital to provide the service
instead.

Community Voice under-
stands that this hospital will be
built and operated by Mount
Carmel  Medical who already
operate a number of other pri-
vate hospitals in Ireland.

Speaking to Community
Voice, Labour Party deputy
leader Joan Burton who attend-
ed the recent meeting said  "I
was shocked  at what the HSE
management had to tell me
about their plans.  This will
mean that  people in
Blanchardstown will have to
wait up to another three years
for these  basic modern diag-
nostic facilities." 

It would now appear that
the funding plans for the new
private hospital include a guar-
anteed income from the use of
its diagnostic facilities by the

public hospital.  Any proposal
to put an MRI scanner into the
public hospital would obviously
damage this projected cash flow
and as a result the HSE has
decided not to proceed with its
plans for such a unit in the pub-
lic hospital.

In a statement to
Community Voice, a spokesper-
son for the HSE said "when
Connolly Hospital identified its
capital requirements for
2008/2009 an MRI scanner was
not among the hospitals imme-
diate capital priorities on the
basis of the current numbers of
patients presenting at the hospi-
tal for this service and the clini-
cal requirement for hospitals to
treat large volumes of patients to
ensure consistent quality service
provision."

However Community Voice
understands that the demand for
MRI scans has increased consis-
tently over the past number of
years.  Bearing in mind that the
number of patient events in
Connolly has increased over the
past three years in by 21.77% , it
is reasonable to assume that the
level of diagnostic activity has
also increased by a similar
amount.  
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Anna Andresi, Marius Timoce and Karina Alimanescu pictured at
the recent Scoil Choilm Intercultural Day. (See page 10)
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