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open 7 days

serving superb Italian cuisine
Specialising in Steak & Fish Dishes

Pizza & Pasta

Superquinn Shopping Centre
Blanchardstown Village

Tel. 826 26 69
www.laterrazza.ie

Mother’s Day
Sunday 14th March

Treat your mother to a special
lunch or dinner @ La Terrazza

Now taking bookings for
Confirmations & Communions

We urgently require 2 and 3 bedroom
properties to rent in the Dublin 15

area for fully vetted tenants.

Letting Fee 5% + Vat.

Call Nigel O’Gorman 820 2580 / 086 602 9046

Hospital budgets 
slashed

Budget cuts announced by the Health Service Executive (HSE) for Connolly Hospital will lead to significant cuts in hospital services 
for local residents. The HSE recently announced a cut of over €13m in the money available to the hospital for 2010.

 In 2008 the hospital had 
an annual budget of €106.8m 
and last year that was cut to 
€103.6m. However it is now 
understood that this year’s cuts 
will see the amount of money 
available for the Dublin 15 
hospital slashed to €90m.

us is far more damaging than 
for a bigger hospital which can 
absorb this level of cut.”
 It is likely that the reduced 
funding for the hospital will now 
lead to a significant reduction 
in services. These are likely to 
include a curtailment of activity 
in the outpatient department; 
the closure of inpatient beds 
and a reduction in the levels of 
elective surgery.
 Community Voice under-
stands that there may also be 
some cuts made to the A&E ser-
vices at the hospital. These have 
shown a drop in the past couple 
of years. In 2008, 35,000 patients 
presented at the A&E depart-
ment and this fell to 32,000 last 
year with the trend continuing 
to decline. This may also present 
some cost saving opportunities 
to the hospital.
 One area previously 
highlighted was the so-called 
issue of “bed blocking.” It is 
hoped that this may also be 
addressed in the coming months. 
“We are currently working with 
our community colleagues,” 
said Mr. Smyth “and under the 
new fair deal legislation we are 
hoping to get some movement 
on delayed discharges from the 
hospital.”

▲
 Members of the Russian community at the recent Russian Family Day in 
Huntstown Community Centre (see page 5)     Photo Vincent Cahill
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Last year’s cutbacks were 
generally absorbed by hospital 
management through the 
implementation of a cost centre 
plan agreed with staff. According 
to hospital manager, Shay 
Smyth, “I must give credit to all 
the staff for their efforts last year 

as we still managed to come in 
within our reduced budget and 
still maintained services.”
 However Mr. Smyth con-
ceded that “2010 will present a 
much more challenging environ-
ment for the hospital with our 
budget reduced to this extent.”
 Community Voice under-
stands that discussions between 
the hospital and the HSE are 
ongoing and it is expected that 
the final figure for 2010 will be 
of the order of €91m.
 Mr. Smyth points out that this 
figure includes cost reductions 
of €5.5m due to a reduction 
in pay costs as a result of the 
Government’s budget decisions 
on public service pay last year. 
“However we still have savings 
of €7m to find. We are being 
presented with an effective cut of 
between 5% and 6% and there 
is no way we can maintain our 
services with a cut in our budget 
of this magnitude,” he said.
 According to Mr. Smyth, “this 
level of the cuts has to impact on 
the services the hospital provides. 
We are in detailed discussions at 
present on how we will provide 
services in the coming year. 
These cuts have been provided 
nationally to the budgets of all 
hospitals. However a 5% cut for 


